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Whitworth Valley Angling Society 

Angling Society Hooks Cash for Equipment 

Rochdale Township has awarded Whitworth Valley Angling Society £2,000. 

The money will be used to buy specialist fishing equipment for children and teenagers, in 

order to help attract more young people from the borough to the club.  The donation came 

after the late Councillor Ann Metcalfe suggested to the club that it approach the Rochdale 

Township Communities and Engagement Priority Group. 

Councillors Shefali Ahmed and Hilary Rodgers were so impressed with the youth work 

undertaken by the society that they have contributed a further £845 and £500 respectively 

from their Members’ Funds.  The club also held its annual presentation at Whitworth 

Football & Cricket Club on Sunday, December 15, and a special trophy was presented in 

Councillor Metcalfe’s memory by her daughter Emma. 

Councillor Ahmed said: “Benefits of the sport of angling for children and people with 

disabilities are both physical and mental as participants have an opportunity to get 

outdoors, develop an appreciation of the natural environment and it helps them to focus 

and concentrate.  Councillor Rodgers added: “Fishing is also an extremely social activity 

with society members enjoying the sport in groups or with friends and it is a great way for 

parents and children to spend some quality time together.” 

Whitworth Valley Angling Society provides coaching to children and local people with 

disabilities and encourages involvement in fishing matches to build confidence and self-

esteem. The money will be used to buy angling equipment for children and people with 

disabilities. A competition shield and trophies will also be purchased to be presented to 

junior members following fishing matches and for those showing the greatest skill at the 

sport.  
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Stitch It Up Flag 

Young people from Spotland Boys and Girls Group interacted with the older generation 

and obtained information regarding how life was in the 1930s/40s, ie work, living 

standards, community feel or family life.  The group re-enacted their interpretations of the 

information gathered and dressed up in costumes/stitched materials to get involved in 

popular activities of the time.  This project not only aimed to get a better understanding of 

life in the early mid-20th century for the young people but also present life for the older 

generation.  Both generations then made comparisons regarding lifestyle, culture, 

expectations and what is important to them now.  Technology has become a significant 

factor in the life of young people, an issue which they believe the older generation have 

not quite grasped (results confirmed after market research).  To tackle this issue, the 

young people also showed their lifestyle through social media and helped the older 

generation set up Facebook accounts, twitter and Skype; illustrating the benefits and 

what they receive from such interaction.  Parents were also helped to explore the online 

world and how the internet can be used safely, and how they can monitor the usage of 

their children in a safe and understanding manner.  A flag will be produced and materials 

sewn on it to show the different cultures and backgrounds of the people of Spotland for 

display at Touchstones for other local people to view. 

 

JAWS Theatre Group 

 

The young people concerned were aged 12-18yrs from across Rochdale. They were 

mixed gender and the group is currently 40 strong. They are part of JAWS youth theatre, 

which is the junior section of WAMDS. The organisation is based at The John Bright Mill 

on Fieldhouse Industrial Estate in Rochdale and has been there for the past 4 years.  

The organisation was founded in 1963 and the youth section in 1988, so it the 25th 

anniversary of JAWS this year! 

JAWS stages musical theatre productions, usually one or two per year. The standard is 

very high indeed with many of their past alumni going into acting professionally, studying 

musical theatre at college and university and generally supporting confidence, self-

esteem, self-belief and the transition into adulthood. Despite the high standards the 

group has an open recruitment policy, meaning that everyone who wants to join and 

participate can do so regardless of talent or ability. The group chose to stage the Andrew 

Lloyd Webber musical CATS in October 2013. 

The funding awarded supported the work the group is doing by hiring extra space to 

rehearse, build a dancing area for rehearsals, help with costume and wigs and support a 

summer programme of dance with qualified dance tutors/ choreographers. The group 

intend to extend this work beyond October and into 2014 ready for the next production. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAMC/PWA Sharing Cultural Experience 

The project will be delivered and managed by Multicultural Arts and Media Centre, facilitated 

by Pakistan Welfare Association and interested organisations over the course of 8 weeks. 

They anticipate that they will be running 1 session per week at MAMC Centre and with the 

possibility of alternating of venues within the area.  

The project will be an 8 session film media based project in which Elder Asian people from 

Milkstone and Deeplish area will be given the opportunity to get involved in: 

• planning process 

• the production of film (15 minutes to 20 minutes on DVD format) 

• all the areas/roles that are entailed within the production process 

• showcase and exhibit their work to a wider audience.  
Throughout the planning process of this project meetings will take place with Elder people to 

look at their needs and ideas for the production.  

They will be empowered and engaged in taking roles and responsibilities of the project, whilst 

realising the importance of achieving outcomes. 

Q Gardens Community Event 

 
Q Gardens, based on Queen’s Drive in Kirkholt, is a community growing area that has provided 
an opportunity for people to get involved in growing their own fruit and vegetables, refining their 
growing skills whilst meeting new people and improving their well-being.  Groundwork Oldham 
& Rochdale have worked in partnership with Rochdale Boroughwide Housing to establish the 
site that consists of four raised planters, two additional large growing areas, three portable 
cabins and a seeded wildflower area.  Residents have been supported by Groundwork at 
weekly growing sessions to learn or share their knowledge of growing vegetables, herbs and 
fruit. 
 
The Community Volunteering Team at Q Gardens finished on Wednesday 18 September 2013 
and to celebrate the good work the team had achieved, they combined the final day with a 
community open event.  The event took place between 12 noon and 3.00pm and included a 
tour of the site and a chance to talk to the current participants about the progress of the site.  
Additionally, everyone visiting on the day was given the opportunity to take part in creating a 
bench around the tree, leaving a lasting legacy from the day.  Refreshments were made 
available, including salads harvested from the site. 

 

 
 


